__________

By His Excellency the Right Honorable Sir John Young, Baronet, a Member of
Her Majesty’s Most Honorable Privy council, Knight Grand Cross of The
Most Honorable Order of the Bath, Knight Grand Cross of The Most
Distinguished Order of St. Michael and St. George, Governor General of
Canada.
To all and every the Loyal Subjects of Her Majesty the Queen, and to all to whom
these Presents shall come
Greeting :
The Queen has charged me, as her representative, to inform you that certain
misguided persons in her settlements on the Red River, have banded
themselves together to oppose by force the entry into her North-Western
Territories of the Officer selected to administer, in her name, the Government,
when the Territories are united to the Dominion of Canada, under the
authority of the late Act of the Parliament of the United Kingdom ; and that
those parties have also forcibly, and with violence, prevented others of her
loyal subjects from ingress into the Country.
Her majesty feels assured that she may rely upon the loyalty of her subjects in
the North-West, and believes those men who have thus illegally joined together,
have done so from some misrepresentation.
The Queen is convinced that in sanctioning the Union of the North-West
Territories with Canada, she is promoting the best interest of the residents, and
at the same time strengthening and consolidating her North American
Possessions as part of the British Empire. You may judge then of the sorrow and
displeasure with which the Queen views the unreasonable and lawless
proceedings which have occurred.
Her Majesty commands me to state to you, that she will always be ready
through me as her representative, to redress all well founded grievances, and
that she has instructed me to hear and consider any complaints that may be
made, or desires that may be expressed to me as Governor General. At the same
time she has charged me to exercise all the powers and authority with which she

has intrusted me in the support of order, and the suppression of unlawful
disturbances.
By Her Majesty’s authority I do therefore assure you, that on the union with
Canada all your civil and religious rights and privileges will be respected, your
properties secured to you, and that your Country will be governed, as in the
past, under British laws, and in the spirit of British justice.
I do, further, under her authority, entreat and command those of you who are
still assembled and banded together, in defiance of law, peaceably to disperse
and return to your homes, under the penalties of the law in case of disobedience.
And I do lastly inform you, that in case of your immediate and peaceable
obedience and dispersion, I shall order that no legal proceedings be taken against
any parties implicated in these unfortunate breaches of the law.
Given under my Hand and Seal at Arms at Ottawa, this Sixth day of
December, in the year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty-nine,
and in the Thirty-third year of Her Majesty’s reign.
[SEAL.]
By Command.
John Young.
II.L. Langevin,
Secretary of State.
__________

